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(Uontinued from p. 812.) - 
MoNSrflUR LE DIREOTBUR Dn L’ASSISTANCR PUB- 

LIQUD, MESDAMES, MIE8sIEURs,-we present o u  
fifth general report to you with confidence. . . , 
The plan sketched at the time when, in a modest 
lodging i the Rue GaranciBre, we opened a rudi- 
mentary school with three pupils, is the same which 
we are pursuing undeviatingly to-day, with our 
school enlarged and well housed, our (<  Maison de 
San64 ’’ filled, our little hospital and our service in 
the homes of the sick never lacking work. You 
recall the triple incentive which, six years ago, 
united us in a common effort-plans for the 
advantage of young women who needed to work to 
live, for the benefit of the sick, for the benefit of 
the physicians. We wished to open a new career 
to young women of small fortune but educated and 
earnest, capable and desirous of earning a livelihood 
while ameLiorating the lot of others. We desired 
to furnkh to the sick of all conditiope, either in 
their homes or in hospitals, that inrqwoachably 
sci@ntXic, iutelligeat, and refined cwe which is 
expecced from nurses of good tecbioal instruction 
and cultivated humanity. We desired, finally, to 
furnish for the medical profession aids who should 
be disciplined and exact, while yet being human 
beinga. I t  was a large programme j we could not 
hope to reaIise it in its entirety. 

But what we could do, through the initiative 
of private individuals freely associiated, was to open 
the way, to demonstrate that it is possible to repro- 
duce in 3+ance a model of social help suoh as other 
countries have inaugurated. To-day we can testify 
that the way is open-the example svbmitted to the 
judgmenb of the public. 

Another oMnal  policy to whieh we have held, 
and which we shall maintain iln these days of 
political and religious antagonism, is the entire 
absence o l  confessional requirement, so that no one 
can suspect us of hostility to one church or of pro- 
ptbganda fop another, The Association is for social 
work of an absolutely secular clnaracter. 

L‘Th%re are certain worksi’’ s t d  M, Henri 
Monod to US h e ,  two years ago, ~~whos~.creators 
have been moved by mobives of pure hUrJlanity, 
unmixed by any other alloy, and your work is 
one of these,” 

Exact$ng to a high degree as t o  adUcational 
standards and moral guranterw, wa w k l ~  to iflore 
what religion our pupils fdaw,  or if they pjrofMS 
any. We d& anly to & m a d  from, t b i r  0011 
science the ementid SenGmed, of fratranityj and 
mutiual service, this aenttjmant whioh .be 

deepened by the daily lesson, stronger than anx; of 
Ours, the unformulated lesson givon by the spectacle 
of misery and the struggle with sorrow. 

Our lines of action, like our principles, have npt 
changed. They deveIop regularly and aIong, a 
definite line of progress. 

Let us pass in review our different services. 
Our essential organ is, and must remain, the 

School. We meet here to.day as at our true hearth- 
stone. The nursing in the homes of the sick, the 
Maison de Santd of the Rue Oudinot, and the little 
hospital Alphen-Salvadw, are the annexes of the 
school, practical domains where we can j d g e  of tllg 
efficacy of the teaching given in the schooI, a d  
adapt it better and better to its useful purpose. 
When a physician or a patient finds something 
lacking in the preparation of  our pupils, we endea- 
vour to  remedy the defect. Thus our teaching is 
constantly directed by practice j but the teaching is 
important as the first preparation in training skilled 
nurses. The medical committee, which we have re- 
organised with care, and to which we assign an 
increasingly active T&, presides over the studiee of 
our pupils, and comprises, bePides one of our earliest 
friends, six o:her distinguished medical men, Upon 
the advice of this committee, the courde on profes- 
sional duties has been replaced by a simple intro- 
ductory lesson ; that on tha caxe of nervous patients 
has been reduced from ten lessons t o  three ; on the 
other hand, the course in anatomy has been increased 
from fourteen lessons to twenty ; that in pharmacy 
from five lessons to eight. Equilibrium between 
the different subject$ is obtained by schedules, 
where each subject is graded, accordin$ to its import- 
ance. 

However, the art of nursing is not to be taugbt 
in so many lessons followjng a set prospectus. 
Beyond the necessary,, ualities, the pupils must 

end we are working in sending our pupils to the 
public hospitals for practical service. The ‘I Ayistr 
ance publique,” whose Director realises that our 
private work irj a useful collaboration of  his own, 
has, to our gratitude, generously opened certain 
medical, surgicd, and lying-in hospitals to our 
pupils. Thus, at the bedside of the sick, they gain 
the experience which no science can supplant, 

We aim at completing the curriculum of study 
by some preparation of another character, which will 
fit our nurses to take supervisory positions in th.6 
provincial hospitals. It is evident &bat prugxmsive 
laicisation of hospitals throughout Prance must 
open to earnest-minded and capable young women 
a new future. If certain of our pupils, fitted 
by force of character, moral supremacy, and 
practical gifts, should desire to turn their talents in 
this direction, it would be proper to  aid them by 
imtituting a coups@ of administrative detail. Pephapa 
then municipalities, having some suitable candidate 
in mind, w ~ u l d  &fray thegxpenses Qf the teacbigg 

have practice and bpbitu 8 e in their WO& TO this 
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